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CERN Scientific Information Policy Board

• Evolution of CERN’s original “library committee”

• Reports to CERN DG (later Director for Research)

• ”Deals with any matters related to policies and strategies of 

Scientific Information Services to the HEP community”

• Practically: guidance and advice to library team

Transformational projects under Gigi’s tenure 
• Open Access

• INSPIRE

• Open Data

Chairs:

John Ellis (TH): 1990–1994

Walter Blum (EP): 1994–1997

Gabriele Veneziano (TH): 1997–1998

Rudiger Voss (EP): 1998–2002

Guido Altarelli (PH/TH): 2002–2006

Gigi Rolandi (PH/EP): 2006–2017

Michelangelo Mangano (TH): 2017-



Open Access

• Very new concept in 2006, emerging in life sciences:

• Journals experimenting with ‘pay to publish’, thousands of CHF/EUR/USD

• Universities running ‘repositories’ of ‘preprints’

• Considerable amount of polarization, confusion, attrition, risk

• Very special conditions in HEP: 

• Everything on arXiv.org BUT library purchase expensive (paper!) journals

• Risks to ‘leave behind’ some parts of our community

• The (many!) agencies supporting LHC considering (multiple!) requirements

• Opportunity to leverage HEP’s collaborative tradition and CERN strengths 

• A disruptive solution for (HEP and) CERN theory and HEP experimental papers

SCOAP3

• A new approach for non-HEP papers at CERN? 

A policy. Agreements. Funding.



SCOAP3 2014-2025: 79’000 articles, 13 journals, 100K+ authors  
3000+ partners in 37 countries (agencies, labs, libraries, universities)



• Low costs vs. pay-to-play Open Access

• >75% of funds from subscription redirection

• Managing inflationary pressure 

   vs. increase in subscriptions



Downloads 3Q13, 4Q13, 1Q16, 2Q16 on arXiv.org and publishers’ platforms
50k non-Open Access articles and 8k Open Access articles 
Elsevier: Phys.Lett.B, Nucl.Phys.B; Springer: Eur. Phys. J. C, JHEP

OA journals 

in 2016 

3 months before publication

at publication 

1 year after publication

2 years after publication
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2013: arXiv & journals (before SCOAP3)

2016: arXiv & journals (after SCOAP3)

SCOAP3 tripled downloads of journal articles



CERN’s first Open Access policy 

and its long-term results





Date: Fri, 13 Dec 91 17:55:53 GMT+0100
From: timbl@nxoc01.cern.ch (Tim Berners-Lee)
Subject: WWW to SPIRES on SLACVM - Experimental
To: www-interest@cernvax.cern.ch, www-talk@cernvax.cern.ch

There is an experimental W3 server for the SPIRES High energy Physics preprint  
database, thanks to Terry Hung, Paul Kunz and Louise Addis of SLAC.  It's only just  
been put up, so don't expect perfection.   With the w3 line mode browser, follow a  
link to it from our home page, 
 
 - Tim

Paul Kunz wrote a few days ago:-

"The SLAC Library maintainer of SPIRES databases, Louise Addis, is absolutely  
delighted. She will ask for a permanent VM service machine and finish off the  
polishing.   Things are really moving now.”

IBM System/360 Model 91 console



By 2007, SPIRES based on a 40-year old DB model, un-maintainable code.

SLAC and DESY phasing out of HEP. Uncertain DoE support (incl. Fermilab)

 A ‘summit’ of labs, publishers, services is convened at SLAC. 

Gigi represents CERN and delivers an: ‘Experimentalist view’ talk

https://indico.cern.ch/event/11611/

Looking at these and other needs, and with ‘some negotiation’,

INSPIRE was born: fusing SPIRES’ data and CERN’s software

Collaborative model to curate information, leveraging new tech.



Other things that Gigi saw in 2007…  but needed wait for GPTs



Gigi’s thoughts on data preservation with HEP characteristics (circa 2007)



Sometimes you get more than you wish for: LHC 2020 Open Data Policy







Yachting Club CERN Match Race, circa 2002
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